Beginning Genealogy
Start With What You Know
Gather what you already know about your family.
Start with yourself, your parents, grandparents…. – record what you know. It’s okay if you are not
sure if your information is not 100% correct, it is a good starting place
How to fill out forms: Surname/Maiden Name, Places, (small to large: city, county, state, country).
Dates: Why we don't use 2/12/16
Scour your basement, attic and closets (and those of your family members) and collect family records,
old photos, letters, diaries, photocopies from family Bibles, even newspaper clippings.
Vital records such as birth certificates, marriage certificates and death certificates are all …vital…to
your genealogy research! These records show full names, addresses/locations, birth dates,
occupation, spouse’s name, and very importantly parent’s names
Talk to your relatives
Ask your parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles about their memories. Don’t ask just about facts and
dates—get the stories of their growing up and of the ancestors they remember.
When it comes to family stories and the information you get from family members, remember that it
might not be completely true. Details get left out; facts get jumbled. Use the stories and interviews as
clues, but back it up with more research
Organize and Share What You’ve Found
Start with the five-generation “pedigree” chart. A pedigree chart starts with one person—like
you!—and then shows the names, dates and places of events for parents, grandparents, and so on.
Share them with family members, you may have something wrong and they can correct it for you.
The family group sheet takes one couple and shows them with all their children. Don't forget they are
part of your family as well.
Most genealogy researchers use a family tree software program such as Family Tree Maker or Roots
Magic. There are also many online options at the large genealogy databases such as Ancestry.com,
FindMyPast, MyHeritage and FamilySearch.
Don’t use an online tree as your only tree. Using a pay site such as Ancestry.com is great until you
decide not to renew the subscription and then you can still look at the tree, by you can’t access the
records that are attached to it. It's always good to have a backup program such as Family Tree Maker
or Roots Magic.
Focus your search
Have blanks on your pedigree chart? Don’t try to fill them in all at once—focus on someone from the
most recent generation where your chart is missing information. Work on that puzzle first, then work
backward in time
Don’t just follow the direct lines. By tracing siblings and spouses back you may find the missing
information you have been searching for.

Start Researching
Search the Internet.
Ancestry.com, FindMyPast, MyHeritage, Geneanet and FamilySearch have large collections of
genealogical records. However you have to subscribe to access them except for Family Search which
is a totally free site.
Census records are a great first place to begin your online genealogy research. Taken every 10 years
since 1790 and released to the public 72 years after their completion, the census will place a person
(or family) in a place and time as well as provide information about a person, the neighbors and the
community decade by decade. 1790-1840 listed head of household only with number of people in
different age brackets, 1850-1870 listed all people at a residence. 1880-1940 listed relationship
between people at residence. 1890 census not available as it was mostly destroyed.
Don’t use other people’s trees as sources. There are thousands of online trees out there. Many of
them have huge inaccuracies and contain facts without source citations, like a child being born to a
three year old mother! Don’t use them as sources on your own trees. They are useful to look at and
maybe point you in the direction of another source, but nothing should be added to your own tree
without a verifiable source
Extract every bit of information from records. By extracting every bit of genealogical data from the
records of someone’s children, you may be able to piece together a big chunk of their life. Sometimes
the information for an individual comes from the birth and marriage records of his children.
Don't assume that because your family name is not spelled right that it is not yours. Census takers
spelled peoples names the way they sounded if they were an uncommon name. Example Kelly and
Kelley
Explore specific websites
Once you’ve exhausted the websites for Ancestry and Family Search, try websites specifically about
your ethnic heritage or parts of the country where your relatives lived. You may even find websites
about your family created by distant relatives researching the same family tree.
Discover your local Family History Center
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has more than 4,000 Family History Centers. Everyone
is welcome come use the resources at the Family History Centers. You can view records such as the
birth, marriage or death certificates of your ancestors. There are pay sites that can be accessed for
free and consultants to help you with more search ideas. More than 2 million rolls of microfilmed
records from all over the world are available
Notes:

